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Dear ARP friends, 
Happy Friday! Noteworthy in Issue #13: The Navy creates a new organization to integrate 
warfighter operations and education, continuing the trend of a systemic shift in how military 
professionals are trained and educated. The JEDI contract is back in the news. DoD releases its 
space strategy and names a new Chief Data Officer. And from ARP, two items: we launch the 
first in our series of student research video presentations, and we bid farewell to founding chair 
Jim Greene. Enjoy, and keep letting us know if you have work we can highlight in future issues.   
 
 
June 19, 2020 
Read the full, link-enabled newsletter on the ARP website: 
https://nps.edu/web/acqnresearch/newsletter 
 
ARP Research: Symposium Spotlight 
 
Panel #3: Initiatives in Contract Management 
Overseas Contingency Operations Contracts After Iraq: Enabling Financial Management 
Research and Transparency Through Contract Labeling 
Gregory Sanders (Center for Strategic and International Studies) 
• Micro-abstract: Governmental efforts to improve transparency and oversight regarding 
crisis contract awards have been admirable, but they are limited in their ability to 
maintain and proliferate lessons learned. This project addresses that problem by 
creating a crisis-funded contract dataset to test best practices across different domains 
and enhance data transparency for future practitioners and researchers.  Read the 
paper and presentation.  
Uncovering Value in Knowledge-based Services: Monetizing Latent Service Quality 
Indicators for Source Selection 
Daniel Finkenstadt (Marketing Department KFBS) 
• Micro-abstract: The research provides a way to monetize the trade-off between price 
and quality using a perceived service quality scale for KBS and a choice-based conjoint 
methodology in a Department of Defense setting.  Read the paper and presentation.  
A Game Theory Approach and Application for Government Acquisition 
Kelly Horinek (MITRE), Scott Rosen (MITRE) 
• Micro-abstract: This paper considers the application of game theory to the federal 
acquisition process to facilitate negotiation strategies and proposes an automated 
framework and interface for applying game theory to bid negotiation in acquisition.  Read 
the paper.  
See more research in the full Proceedings of the 17th Annual Acquisition Research 
Symposium. 
 
This Week’s Top Story  
 
Navy's New Deputy Chief of Naval Operations on CNO Staff Leading Work on Strategy, 
Education, Warfighting Development 
OPNAV N7 Public Affairs 
The Navy published this week the formal announcement of a change to the Office of the Chief 
of Naval Operations (OPNAV). The change, published by Director of Navy Staff (DNS) Andrew 
Haeuptle, provides for a new 3-star-led organization, currently under the leadership of Vice 
Adm. Stuart B. Munsch, whose focus is to develop and ensure the Navy’s future warfighting 
advantage against potential adversaries. 
Named the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (DCNO) for Warfighting Development, or OPNAV 
N7, Munsch leads a directorate of four divisions that pursue lines of effort focused on Navy 
strategy; organizational learning and analysis of lessons learned from wargames, exercises, 
experiments, tests, and studies; education policy and the development of warrior-scholars; 
strategic force-development planning; and alignment of efforts across headquarters, the Navy, 
government, and industry to solve key operational problems. 
“The integration between how we fight and how we learn cannot be underestimated in today’s 
strategic environment,” said ADM Mike Gilday, Chief of Naval Operations. “The new N7 
organization is improving the way we develop and deliver the Navy’s warfighting advantage to 
our nation. I have no doubt that it will strengthen our collective military power to out-think and 
out-fight any adversary.” 
Read more.  
 
 
News from the Acquisition Research Program at Naval Postgraduate 
School  
 
Bravo Zulu! Jim Greene Retires as Chair of the Acquisition Research Program 
On June 3, the Acquisition Research Program hosted an online retirement party for Rear 
Admiral (Ret.) James B. Greene, the program’s founding chair. After 17 years of service, 
Greene retired on June 6, 2020. He will continue to volunteer with the program, lending 
expertise to the current staff and the new chair, who is in the process of being confirmed for the 
position.  Read more.  
Student Research: Corporate Officers' Political Connection Affects DoD Contractor 
Profitability (video) 
NPS student Dave Couchman discusses his team's capstone research project completed with 
ARP support. The team used a disciplined, data-driven approach to analyze the effect that 
political connections have on possible excessive profits of DoD contractors. 
 
 
Acquisition and Innovation 
 
Army releases $1B cyber training request 
Mark Pomerleau, Fifth Domain 
Cost Estimates Questioned for New Navy Frigate 
Jon Harper, National Defense Magazine 
Navy’s $7.7B IT Services Contract Clears Three Protests 
Aaron Boyd, Nextgov 
British MoD shortlists four vendor teams for its multibillion-dollar Skynet satellite 
program 
Andrew Chuter, Defense News  
A weapon system ‘raises its hand’ if available under DARPA program 
Andrew Eversden, C4ISRNET 
GSA procurement modernization continues with point-of-sale task order award 
Dave Nyczepir, FedScoop 
DOD plans new JEDI amendment 
Adam Mazmanian, FCW 
DOD wants to overhaul its software development by 2025 
Lauren C. Williams, FCW 
 
Events (Recent Recordings) 
Defense One Tech Summit: R&D to the Front Lines 
U.S. Department of Defense. Recorded June 16, 2020 
 
Defense and Federal Government 
Department of Defense Releases Defense Space Strategy 
U.S. Department of Defense  
Pentagon names new chief data officer 
Andrew Eversden, C4ISRNET 
In War, Chinese Shipyards Could Outpace US in Replacing Losses; Marine Commandant 
Paul McLeary, Breaking Defense 
DoD ‘Agile’ Software Development Still Too Slow: GAO 
Sydney J. Freedberg Jr., Breaking Defense  
Marines Considering Adding Land-Based Hypersonic Weapons to Arsenal 
Megan Eckstein, USNI News 
Fifty-four scientists have lost their jobs as a result of NIH probe into foreign ties 
Jeffrey Mervis, Science Magazine  
China delays launch to complete GPS-like Beidou network 
The Associated Press, C4ISRNET 
Here’s what to expect from the Army’s new electronic warfare effort 
Mark Pomerleau, C4ISRNET 
Turkey Now Has Swarming Suicide Drones It Could Export 
Joseph Trevithick, The War Zone 
 
Read the full newsletter online: https://nps.edu/web/acqnresearch/newsletter 
 
COVID-19 and Contracting 
COVID-19 Response—Contract Data Update  
Jerry McGinn and Eric Lofgren, George Mason University Center for Government Contracting 
Will US foreign military sales catch the coronavirus? 
Joe Gould, Defense News  
Pentagon IG offers advice for effective contracting during pandemic 
Jared Serbu, Federal News Network  
Space Force invokes Defense Production Act to prop up small launch market 
Nathan Strout, C4ISRNET 
 
Policy Update  
DoD Enterprise DevSecOps Reference Design (August 2019) 
Department of Defense (DoD) Chief Information Officer 
 
Commentary 
Spending Smart or Spending Big: The Value of Systematic Assessments of Weapons 
Procurement 
Peter A. Wilson and John V. Parachini, RAND Corporation 
The narrowing of the defense-industrial base has reached critical levels 
Steven P. Bucci, Defense News  
Look at Great Power Competition Through a Special Operations Lens 
Kevin Bilms and Christopher P. Costa, Defense One  
 
Congress  
DoD reports would be public under new amendment to must-pass defense bill 
Joe Gould, Defense News 
Inhofe to introduce new legislation that could cost Ligado 
Aaron Mehta and Joe Gould, C4ISRNET 
 
Read the full newsletter online: https://nps.edu/web/acqnresearch/newsletter 
 
To opt out of future emails, simply reply with “unsubscribe.” 
 
 
Read the newsletter online:  
To unsubscribe… 
 
